Ocean Mission Lesson Plan Copy

Day 1

Scripture: God said, “Let the waters swarm with living things!” Genesis 1:20-22 CEB
Story Focus: God made all creatures in great variety and He makes all of us different,

too

Opening Prayer- By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us be ready to learn

about your endless love for us and our world. Amen

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. Godis so Good
2. He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
3. Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Snack Prayer — By Judy Elliott
Our Father in Heaven, Thank you for each child in Vacation Bible School at home this
year. We thank you for our snack today and the fun things we are learning about your

world in the ocean. Keep us in your care. In Jesus' nhame we pray. Amen

Storytime
Please see Printed Coloring Booklet for The Story of Creation

Science

Supplies: Animal Card Deck*



Lesson:

There is a lot of diversity in God’s world. This is true for bugs, animals, plants, and also
humans. For this activity we are going to focus on the diversity of Sea Animals. If you
look at the cards in the deck you will notice that the blobfish looks nothing like the
oyster, and that the seahorse looks nothing like a shark. You may also have noticed
how the cards are laid out. There is an example card below for you to look at while |

explain as well.

Example of Card: Front (left) Back (right)

Sea Turtle =l
Fun Fact: They can live up to _‘-_:</,'r

80 years

Eats plants and animals é

Can't breathe underwater

It is a Reptile

Each card has a picture of an animal on the front, and on the back there is information
about that animal. There is a fun fact and other information.

The card will say whether they eat plants or animals. This information is also shown as
pictures on the card. The fern shows that the turtle eats plants, and the steak shows
that the turtle eats animals. Now, it is not likely that the turtle ACTUALLY eats steaks.
The market is slim in the ocean. However, | figured it was a pretty good way to show
that turtles are meat eaters.

Similarly, there is a picture of bubbles on the card. The example shows a red line
through the bubbles, so it means that turtles cannot breathe underwater. Other animals
will just have the bubbles, which mean that they can breathe underwater.

The last piece of information on each card is about a group that the animal is in. These
groups are what scientists use to describe certain animals and put them together. They
are grouped by what they have in common. For example, mammals all have hair! We
are mammals, and we have hair all over the place. Whales are also mammals, their hair
is in their mouth to help filter out the fish they like to eat (their hair is called baleen).

Walrus have whiskers as their hair, and they also are mammals.



Today you are going to try classifying like a scientist! You are going to play a matching
game with the cards. The cards have the information on them that you can use to
match, or you can go purely off of what the animals look like. It is completely up to you.
See if you can put all of the cards in a pair!

You will not always be correct with your match, and that is okay. The scientists aren’t
either. They are constantly changing their minds about how animals should be grouped.
Recently they have even started using DNA to group animals with their families. It is a
lot like the kits you can get that connect you with relatives all over the place through
your DNA. Science is always about learning and changing. It is also about thinking.

To help you in your matching game | have included two wild cards. These cards can be
made into any type or shape of animal you would like in order to match a pair. Hopefully
it will help when there are fewer options. Have fun with this matching game!

Activity:
Match up the cards into pairs according to common features as described above. See
how many pairs you can make! The animals will not always look alike. Sometimes you

will need to match what they eat, or how they breathe.

Crafts
Main Craft: Sea Creature Visor
Supplies needed:
1. 1 premade visor*
2. Permanent markers (Variety of colors)

3. Scrap paper to protect surface*

Activity: .
DZUzL
1. Have child use scrap paper to protect surface
2. Have each child color their visor with permanent markers

3. Children can personalize visor by creating their own creatures



Second Craft: Daily Verse Key Chains
Supplies needed:
1. 1 Fish clip*

2. 1 piece of string* Cfs
3. A variety of beads* m{\‘

4. Premade verse cards for each day of VBS* = .‘V/
Activity: (:3 S \
)
1. Pre tie string onto clip if not already done Bz

2. Have child pick beads to use
3. Have child put their beads on the string leaving room to tie
4

. Tie the string ends together when finished

Games
Supplies needed:
1. Animal Movement Cards*
2. Can also use Science Animal Cards*
Activity:
1. Pick a card and do what it says
2. You can also play with Science cards and pretend to be the animal you pick
3. You can play this game like Charades
4. Oryou can play it like “Sea Urchin Says” (Simon Says)
5

. Have fun!

Closing Questions

Did you have fun?

What was the story for today?

How did your crafts turn out?

Did something exciting happen in Science?

Did you have fun in games?

Contact us with your answers if you would like. We would love to hear from you!



Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
3. Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Closing Prayer — By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us to remember that
you love each of us just how we are. Please watch over all of us as we show your love

to others in our world.

Day 2
Scripture: “Everyone ate until they were full, and they filled twelve baskets with the
leftovers.” Matthew 14:20 CEB

Story Focus: God does great things through our small offerings.

Opening Prayer- By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us be ready to learn

about your endless love for us and our world. Amen

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. Godis so Good
2. Deep and Wide
3. He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words



Snack Prayer — By Judy Elliott
Our Father in Heaven, Thank you for each child in Vacation Bible School at home this
year. We thank you for our snack today and the fun things we are learning about your

world in the ocean. Keep us in your care. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Storytime
Please see Printed Coloring Booklet for A Young Boy Helps

Science
Supplies:
1. Straw with Seeds in it* (seed straw)
Big cup* with water
Cereal cup/pot with holes*
Soil*

Small plate*
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Scissors

Lesson:

Today we are going to plant a seed. In doing this we are going to be able to see how a
small seed grows into a larger plant, just like a small action can grow into something
bigger!

Now, planting is just the beginning of this process. Your plant is counting on you to
check on it every day while it grows to see if it needs water. It should germinate (or
sprout) in two to three days. When this happens, the sprout is coming out to look for
sun.

Plants need sunlight, water, and carbon dioxide in order to make food through a
process called photosynthesis. To help your plant grow, make sure to put it in a sunny
spot. A windowsill works well or perhaps in a garden area outside. Ask the adult helping

you for the best place. And remember; check on your plant every day!



Activity:
1. Pour soil into the cereal/pot with holes
2. Cut open end of seed straw with scissors (this would be a good time to ask a
responsible adult for help)

~

3. Place seeds around pot on top of soil

4. Lightly cover seeds with soil

5. Go outside with a big cup of water
(Do the next step over grass or some other area that can get wet without a
problem. If you aren’t sure, ask a responsible adult)

6. Water the seeds until water comes out of the bottom of the cup

7. Let the water drain until there is just a small amount of dripping

8. Put cereal cup on small plate to collect dripping water

9. Place planted seeds in window where it can get sunlight

10.Check seeds daily, water when dry

11.Clean up any mess that has been made by this experiment

Crafts
Main Craft: Ocean puzzles

Supplies needed

1. 1 blank puzzle*

2. Permanent Markers(variety of colors)
3. 1 pencil *
4

. Scrap paper to protect surface

Bzuzy



Activity
1. Have each child put their puzzle on scrap paper to protect surface
2. Have child draw an ocean scene on the blank puzzle with pencil
3. Have child color their picture with permanent markers

Games
Supplies needed:
1. Water Ball*
2. Water
3. Container(wider opening is better)
Activity:
1. Put the empty container on the ground
Get the water ball dripping wet
Stand back from the container, you decide how far

Try to throw the wet ball into the container. How many times can you make it?

a 0N

Have fun!

Closing Questions
Did you have fun?
What was the story for today?
How did your crafts turn out?
Did something exciting happen in Science?
Did you have fun in games?
Contact us with your answers if you would like. We would love to hear from you!
Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Deep and Wide
3. He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words



Closing Prayer — By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us to remember that
you love each of us just how we are. Please watch over all of us as we show your love

to others in our world.

Day 3

Scripture: “He told me everything I've ever done,” John 4: 39 CEB

Story Focus: We are called to love others as Jesus Loves us

Opening Prayer- By Kaylissa Beale

Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us be ready to learn

about your endless love for us and our world. Amen

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Wide, Wide as the Ocean
3. Deep and Wide
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Snack Prayer — By Judy Elliott
Our Father in Heaven, Thank you for each child in Vacation Bible School at home this
year. We thank you for our snack today and the fun things we are learning about your

world in the ocean. Keep us in your care. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Storytime

Please see Printed Coloring Booklet for The Woman at the Well



Science
Supplies
1. Big cup* with water
Bubbles*
Pepper
Soap
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Towels or napkins

Lesson:

Today in the story Jesus shows love to the woman at the well. One way that we can
show love to each other right now is to wash our hands. Germs are repelled and
destroyed by soap. We are going to do an experiment showing how well soap can repel
germs.

On the other hand, bubbles are not repelled. This is because the bubble juice is made
of a lot of the same materials as soap, so they go together well. Have fun

experimenting!

Activity:
1. Pour the pepper into the big cup with water. Many of the flakes will float on the

top, just like it shows in the picture below.

2. Now lather your hands with the soap that you have on hand.

3. Once you have a good amount of soap on your hand, dip your finger in the
middle of the pepper flakes in the cup. What happened?

4. Now, with your hands still lathered, see if you can blow bubbles and catch them!



5. You may need to lather your hands again if the bubbles pop on impact. Good
luck!
6. How much can you move the bubble around in your hand before it pops?
7. Clean up any mess left from the experiment
— |

| R & |

Crafts

Main Craft: Sun catchers

Supplies needed
1. 1-2 Sun catchers*

2. Permanent markers(Variety of colors)

3. String to hang sun catchers (optional)

4. Scrap paper to protect surface*
Activity

1. Scrap paper to protect surface

2. Have child color their sun catcher with permanent marker

Games
Supplies needed:
1. Bubbles*
Activity:
2. Blow bubbles(ask permission from the adult helping you)
3. Try to catch bubbles or pop bubbles, it's up to you!
4. Have fun!

Closing Questions
Did you have fun?

What was the story for today?



How did your crafts turn out?

Did something exciting happen in Science?

Did you have fun in games?

Contact us with your answers if you would like. We would love to hear from you!

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Wide, Wide as the Ocean
3. Deep and Wide
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!
Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Closing Prayer — By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us to remember that
you love each of us just how we are. Please watch over all of us as we show your love

to others in our world.

Day 4
Scripture: “Then the Lord spoke to the fish and it vomited Jonah onto dry land” Jonah
2:10 CEB

Story Focus: God can hear us and help us wherever we are

Opening Prayer- By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us be ready to learn

about your endless love for us and our world. Amen

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good

2. Peace Like a River



3. Wide, Wide as the Ocean
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Snack Prayer — By Judy Elliott
Our Father in Heaven, Thank you for each child in Vacation Bible School at home this
year. We thank you for our snack today and the fun things we are learning about your

world in the ocean. Keep us in your care. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Storytime
Please see Printed Coloring Booklet for Jonah and the Whale

Science
Supplies:
1. Salt*
Big cup*
Spoon*
Objects to float/sink (crayon, coin, fish, paperclip, pony bead provided)*

Hypothesis sheet*
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Pen or other writing utensil

Lesson:

In this experiment we are going to practice taking data on a hypothesis sheet. An
important part of science is writing down the results of experiments so that others can
see what we did.

This experiment will be seeing what items sink and float in different kinds of water. The
first water that we are going to use is plain tap water; we are going to call it freshwater.
Then we are going to add a lot of salt to the water so that it is more like ocean water.
Whether something floats depends on the density of the item, and the density of the
water. If an item is less dense than the water it is in then it will float. If the item is

denser, then it will sink.



An important thing to remember about hypothesis is that they are educated guesses off
of what we know. It is okay if it is wrong. In fact, if we all were correct all of the time, and
then we would have no excuse to try cool experiments.

In this experiment there is one Manipulated Variable, while the rest of the experiment is
staying the same. This means that only one thing is changing. This is important
because then we will know that the water changing is what changed whether the items

sunk or float.

Activity:
1. Before beginning the experiment, take a moment to put what you think will
happen on the hypothesis sheet
Fill big cup with water from a tap (freshwater)
Add items to see whether they sink or float.
Mark what you notice on your hypothesis sheet in the result section
Fish items out of the water with a spoon
Dry the items on a towel or napkin
Add the cup of salt to the cup of water

Stir, stir, and stir some more
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When the water becomes cleatr, it is ready to continue
10.Repeat steps 3 and 4
11.Take a minute to look at your hypothesis sheet and see what happened that you
weren’t expecting. What was denser than saltwater? What was denser than
freshwater?
Crafts
Main Craft: Paper plate Fish Craft
Supplies:
1. 2 colored paper plates*
Variety of decorating supplies*
Glue dots(SEE GLUE DOT TUTORIAL)*
Permanent Markers(variety of colors)
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Scrap paper to protect surface*



Activity:

1.
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Have child use scrap paper to protect surface

Have child draw a triangle on the back of the plate for the mouth
Have child cut the triangle out with safety scissors

Have child use glue dots to glue cut piece on plate to create a tail fin
Have child decorate fish plate as they wish

Have child make a second fish with the second plate if they wish

Games

Supplies needed:
1. Water ball*
2. Water in a container or bucket

3. Another container empty(optional)
Activity 1:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Put the container on the ground outside where water won’t hurt anything
Dunk the ball in the container of water

Squeeze the water out of the ball onto the ground or grass or plants
See how fast you can empty the container

Have fun!

Activity 2 (optional):

1.
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Fill one container with water and leave a second container empty
Spread two containers apart, you decide how far

Dunk the ball in the container of water and carry it to the empty container
Squeeze the water out of the ball into the empty container

Repeat until the water container is empty

See how fast you can fill the empty container

Have fun!

Closing Questions

Did you have fun?

What was the story for today?



How did your crafts turn out?

Did something exciting happen in Science?

Did you have fun in games?

Contact us with your answers if you would like. We would love to hear from you!

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Peace Like a River
3. Wide, Wide as the Ocean
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!
Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Closing Prayer — By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us to remember that
you love each of us just how we are. Please watch over all of us as we show your love

to others in our world.

Day 5
Scripture: “Jesus asked them, ‘Why are you frightened?’” Mark 4:40 CEB

Story Focus: You can handle any storm in life with Jesus’ help

Opening Prayer- By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us be ready to learn

about your endless love for us and our world. Amen

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus

3. Peace Like a River



Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!
Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Snack Prayer — By Judy Elliott

Our Father in Heaven, Thank you for each child in Vacation Bible School at home this
year. We thank you for our snack today and the fun things we are learning about your

world in the ocean. Keep us in your care. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

Storytime

Please see Printed Coloring Booklet for Jesus Calms the Storm

Science

Supplies:
1. 2index cards*
2. 10 small cups*

3. Yarn Octopus*

Lesson:

Today | have an engineering challenge for you. | want you to build a lighthouse using
only the supplies listed above (minus the octopus).

What does a lighthouse need to be? It would need to survive a storm like the one that
Jesus calmed. So, it would need to be sturdy and strong. How can you make yours
strong?

When you are done building, see if you can blow it over. Try building another tower if
you succeed in knocking it down.

If you would like an extra challenge, see if you can build a tower for the yarn octopus

we’ve included!

Activity:
1. Use the small stacking cups to build a lighthouse/tower
e Can you make it strong enough to withstand a storm

e Tryto blow it over



Crafts

Main Craft: Prayer boxes

Can it hold the yarn octopus?

Supplies:

1.
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6.

1 blank prayer box*
Permanent Markers(variety of colors)
Glue dots(SEE GLUE DOT TUTORIAL)*

Variety of decorations * e (
Strips of paper to write prayer on*

Scrap paper to protect surface* 21s,

Activity:

1.
2.
3.

Have child use scrap paper to protect surface
Have child decorate prayer box with an ocean scene as they wish

Have child or helper write a prayer or name on the slip and put it in the box

Games

Supplies needed:

1.
2.
3.

Water Ball*
Chalk or String to make a target on the ground

Container of water

Activity:

1.

Draw a target on the ground(get permission from the adult helping you)

2. String may be used instead
3.
4. Increase the distance from the target as you get better at hitting it. Can you hit

Get the ball wet and try to hit the target

the bullseye?

Have fun!

Closing Questions

Did you have fun?



What was the story for today?

How did your crafts turn out?

Did something exciting happen in Science?
Did you have fun in games?

Contact us with your answers if you would like. We would love to hear from you!

Music
Suggested Songs:
1. God is so Good
2. Oh the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus
3. Peace Like a River
Feel free to pick your own songs, or play several different songs throughout the day!

Please see the Lyric sheets for the words

Closing Prayer — By Kaylissa Beale
Lord, thank you for these beloved children of yours. Please help us to remember that
you love each of us just how we are. Please watch over all of us as we show your love

to others in our world.

*This is supplied in the basic kit provided from Clarkston United Methodist Church
through registration. There is also an option to request other needed supplies in the

same registration.



GLUE DOT TUTORIAL

Step 1 Remove 1 glue dot square from sheet of glue dots Step 2 Take one sheet off the glue dot

Step 3 Place item to be glued on the exposed glue dot Step 4 Press firmly

P

Step 5 Carefully remove second sheet from the glue dot Step 6 Press exposed glue dot onto second
surface to join




