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A New Year always brings with it the potential for big changes and new directions—but as 

most of you are now aware, there isn’t just the POTENTIAL for big changes in 2019, but the 

ACTUALITY of them!  As we step forward in to a new reality and become part of a two-point 

charge, I wanted to share a few thoughts of encouragement. 

First, I want to express my gratitude to you all. We have had some fruitful years of ministry  

already in my short time here. Our youth group has grown significantly in the last two years, 

thanks to the efforts of many folks. Whether it be through hanging out with the kids and get-

ting to know them, or providing a delicious, warm meal for dinner, the students in our Sunday 

night youth group have felt the love of Christ every time they have walked through our doors. 

Our neighborhood is becoming increasingly more, well, neighborly, and that’s thanks to you 

taking the time to come and enjoy hanging out during our annual block party. These small in-

teractions have led to some deeper relationships, and the seeds of community are starting to 

produce fruits of kindness and generosity. 

Speaking of gardening, our partnership with Highland 

through the pumpkin patch and the Christmas box shar-

ing continues to grow stronger. I have lost track of the 

number of times I have been out and about, shopping 

or doing other errands, and had a young student recog-

nize me and excitedly tell a parent that they got to 

plant and pick pumpkins in our church garden. I can’t help but smile at the amaz-

ing memory and loving experience that child associates with our church.  

I could go on about the wonderful things this congregation has been up to: sending kids to 

church camp in the summer; doubling our funding commitment in support to our missionary 

Katherine Parker; raising up a candidate for ordination; serving meals at Salvation Army; 

providing beautiful music for the community to kick off the Advent season; and so much more. 
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I thank you for all of this and list it for you now, because I want you to remember that a sea-

son of change isn’t the end of anything—it’s merely the beginning of something new. Imagine 

a shared ministry in the valley that DOUBLES our opportunity to reach out to the community 

and continues to build up life-giving relationships that point to Jesus. Dream with me about 

the possibility of a joint gathering for monumental events like Easter, with the combined tal-

ents of our choirs, bell choirs, and other gifted individuals in each respective congregation,  

inviting the community beyond our walls to join in as we celebrate the power of resurrection. 

Or picture a Bible study time filled with folks from each congregation, one that meets around 

the valley in public locations and provides a time of open, challenging, honest discussion cen-

tered on life, faith, and spirituality. Now see a big group of members from each church rolling 

up their sleeves and joining other LC Valley folks as we tackle big problems in the area: home-

lessness, hunger, illiteracy, lack of community, the need for a hot meal on a Sunday night.  

None of these things are a given, of course. But they are opportunities that do present them-

selves now that we are making these changes. Naturally, change is not comfortable. It means 

that our old routines get upended, and we might have to adjust. But I have learned that 

change is much more manageable when we remember the good that we have done and look 

forward to the NEW good that we can do, thanks to the changes.  

I believe in this congregation. I believe it has untapped potential to spread the good news  

of Jesus and God’s kingdom. I believe in it so much I was willing to make a change myself, 

just to help ensure I could be here even longer. Of course, this change brings increased  

responsibility and, let’s face it, the potential for a train wreck! But the future of collaboration 

and increased ministry potential that I see far outweighs any discomfort that I might experi-

ence for now.  It’s worth it for the incredible opportunity to spread grace and peace and 

beauty in this valley.  

None of what I mentioned to begin this letter could have happened without you and your 

faithful “Yes!” to the invitation from God to join in the work. And none of the potential  

ministry growth I talk about in the future can happen without you, either. But I know you.  

I know the incredibly faithful people you are, and I know the desire that you have for sharing 

God’s love with others. And it makes me smile with the possibility. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Cody Stauffer 

Pastor’s letter continued... 
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As we begin a new year, we want to thank all of those who have served on committees 

for the past year.  It is through your commitment and leadership as servants of God that 

Clarkston UMC has continued to expand our mission and ministries.   

 

The new Church Officers for 2019 

Lay Leader (Council Chair): Dick Reid (one-year term) 

Lay Member to Annual Conference: Susan Butts (one-year term) 

Additional Lay Member: Darlene Larson (one-year term) 

 

Class of 2019: Joel Ford, Larry Butts, Rena Davis 

Class of 2020: Glenn Kinloch, John Manis, Brian Dietel 

Class of 2021:  Kate Wilson, Larry Ferguson, Barb Thompson 

Nominations Committee for 2019:  

Colleen Blair, Helen Hogden, Linda Clinton, Darlene Larson 

Dear Church Family, 

I would like to take this opportunity to update you on my Seminary adventures so far.  

This past August I moved to Evanston, Illinois to attend Garrett-Evangelical Theological 

Seminary. I lived on campus in a dorm and worked on campus. During my time there I  

attended a few churches, and even preached at a Universalist Church. 

These last few months have been a time of learning, with the ups and downs that come 

with that. I have made many friends that I hope to have for a long time.  

However, it was not the right environment for me. This next semester I will continue my  

education online while I consider what my next step is. There are opportunities to finish  

my degree online if I need to, it is just deciding which opportunities to take advantage of.  

Thank you for your love and support through all of this. I have missed all of you. It will be 

nice to worship with you again.  

Love, 

Kaylissa Beale  
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

No UMW General Meeting for January 

January Fellowship Hour Hosts:  Esther 

Executive Meeting  

January 23 at 1:30 p.m. in the Bride’s Room 

 

 

 

Circle Meetings: 

Wesleyan Fellowship: 

Monday, Jan. 21, at 7:00 p.m. 

hostess:   Lisa Stauffer 

co-hostess:  Barb Dertinger 

program:  Tana Truscott 

 

Esther:   

Wednesday, Jan. 16, at 1:30 p.m. 

hostesses & program:  TBA  

Jan. 8  Kathy Steinwand 

Jan. 9  Joan Wilson 

Jan. 10  Glenn Kinloch 

Jan. 13  Jessalyn Stauffer 

Jan. 19  Lisa Stauffer 

Jan. 20  Ross Emery 

Jan. 31  Ella Mae Wilson 

New Study Class begins on January 6  

at 9:30 a.m.  Come and join the time of 

learning and discussion! 

 

The focus will be Uppity Women of the 

Bible:  Ruth by Dr. Lisa Michele Wolfe.  

The seven sessions take you through an 

examination of the book of Ruth.  The 

vulnerability of widows and the difficult 

situation of foreigners in bibli-

cal times will be looked at, 

along with themes of loyalty, 

bitterness, courage, poverty 

and seduction. 

To all the congregation: 

     The United Methodist Women need 

your help with fellowship hour on Sundays.  

We are down to 2 Circles and are asking 

that you be our third Circle, for the months 

that follows: 

Esther:  January, April, July & October 

Wesleyan Fellowship:  March, June,  

September & December 

Congregation:  February, May, August  

& November 

**There will be a sign-up sheet posted on 

the bulletin board by the kitchen serving 

window for the months the congregation 

hosts.  Esther and Wesleyan Fellowship are 

responsible for their own sign-up sheets. 

     Thank you for your help!  Set up for  

Fellowship Hour includes:  set out cups, 

napkins, make juice, put out water.  Leonard 

Elliott or one of the other men will fix the 

coffee.   

     Clean up after:  wipe tables and wash 

any dishes; put away things.  Take towels 

home to wash and return. 
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January 17 is the deadline 

for February’s newsletter  

info.  Please let the Office 

know by then if you have 

something to include in the 

newsletter. 

TUESDAY, January 1 

Happy New Year!!!! 

*9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

     Tuesday Stitchers 

4:00 p.m.  Bell Choir practice 

5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice  

*5:00 p.m. LC Valley Doll Club 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 2 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

 

THURSDAY, January 3 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

SUNDAY, January 6 

Communion 

Food Bank Sunday 

 

TUESDAY, January 8 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

4:00 p.m.  Bell Choir practice 

5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice  

 

WEDNESDAY, January 9 

4:30 p.m. Finance Committee 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

 

THURSDAY, January 10 

1:00 p.m. Small Group 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

FRIDAY, January 11 

6:30 p.m. Movie Night 

 

SUNDAY, January 13 

Ten Spot Sunday 

 

TUESDAY, January 15 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

4:00 p.m.  Bell Choir practice 

5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 16 

1:30 p.m. Esther Circle 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

 

THURSDAY, January 17 

1:00 p.m. Small Group 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

  

MONDAY, January 21 

7:00 p.m. Wesleyan Fellowship 

 

TUESDAY, January 22 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice 

5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 23 

1:30 p.m. UMW Executive mtg. 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts 

 

THURSDAY, January 24 

1:00 p.m. Small Group 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

 

FRIDAY, January 25 

6:30 p.m. Game Night 

SUNDAY, January 27 

Last Sunday potluck 

     —soup & sandwiches  

 

TUESDAY, January 30 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice 

5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 

 

WEDNESDAY, January 30 

6:00-8:00 p.m. Cub Scouts  

     Troop mtg. 

 

THURSDAY, January 31 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Boy Scouts 

Exercise Class 

meets Monday 

and Wednesday 

mornings at 10:15 a.m. in the 

downstairs fellowship room.  

They are on holiday break 

until January 7.   Everyone is 

welcome to join. 
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United Methodist Church 

PO Box 183 1242 Highland Ave. 

Clarkston, WA  99403 

Address Service Requested 

The 2018 Christmas Cantata was Sun-

day, December 2.  The sanctuary was 

full of visitors and church members-

about 80 strong.  What beautiful  

music was enjoyed!  Thank you to all 

the choir members, Sharon Warner 

and James Payne.   

FYI:  1st class postage will go 

up to 55¢ on January 27.  

Postcards will stay at 35¢.  

Stock up on stamps before 

the price increase! 

NEW Sunday Morning Schedule 

9:30 a.m.  Adult Study Group 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

     followed by Fellowship Hour 

 

Be on the look-out for Pastor Cody’s updated 

office hours.  At the time of publishing not 

everything pertaining to the changes in his 

weekly schedule had been reached. 


