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June 2018 

Summer is swiftly approaching, and with it comes a time-honored tradition: 

the ubiquitous sharing of the “Summer Reading List!” It seems like every publi-

cation finds room in their magazines or online journals to include a list of 

books coming out that readers should not miss.  

I haven’t done this yet in the nearly four years I have been here, but you know what they 

say—there’s a first time for everything! That’s right, this is the “First Annual Glorious List of 

Summer Literature Selected by Pastor Cody Stauffer.” (I hope the title sounds equal to the self-

importance that comes with an annual recommendation of books to be read!) 

The books I list here are books that I myself will be reading during the summer, so I can only 

provide a description of the book, not an actual review. However, because I will be reading 

these this summer, I want to extend the invitation to you all—please join me in reading these 

books, if you’d like, and look for some special events that will be popping up throughout the 

summer where we can discuss these books together! 

Christian Discipleship/Theology 

Inspired: Slaying Giants, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, by Rachel Held Evans 

If the Bible isn’t a science book or an instruction manual, then what is it? 

What do people mean when they say the Bible is inspired? When Rachel 

Held Evans found herself asking these questions, she began a quest to better 

understand what the Bible is and how it is meant to be read. What she dis-

covered changed her—and it will change you too. Drawing on the best in 

recent scholarship and using her well-honed literary expertise, Evans exam-

ines some of our favorite Bible stories and possible interpretations, retelling 

them through memoir, original poetry, short stories, soliloquies, and even a 

short screenplay. Undaunted by the Bible’s most difficult passages, Evans 

wrestles through the process of doubting, imagining, and debating Scrip-

ture’s mysteries. The Bible, she discovers, is not a static work but is a living, 

breathing, captivating, and confounding book that is able to equip us to 

join God’s loving and redemptive work in the world.  

https://www.facebook.com/clarkstonumc
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General Non-Fiction 

The Art of Gathering: How We Meet and Why it Matters, by Priya Parker 

A bold new approach to how we gather that will transform the ways we spend 

our time together–at work, at home, in our communities, and beyond. In The 

Art of Gathering, Priya Parker argues that the gatherings in our lives are lacklus-

ter and unproductive–which they don’t have to be. We rely too much on rou-

tine and the conventions of gatherings when we should focus on distinctiveness 

and the people involved. At a time when coming together is more important 

than ever, Parker sets forth a human-centered approach to gathering that will 

help everyone create meaningful, memorable experiences, large and small, for work and for 

play. 

On the Brink of Everything: Grace, Gravity, and Getting Old, by Parker J. Palmer 

From beloved and bestselling author Parker J. Palmer (Let Your Life Speak,  

The Courage to Teach, Healing the Heart of Democracy), comes a beautiful 

book of reflections on what we can learn as we move closer to “the brink of 

everything.”  

Drawing on eight decades of life — and his career as a writer, teacher, and  

activist — Palmer explores the questions age raises and the promises it holds. 

“Old,” he writes, “is just another word for nothing left to lose, a time to dive 

deep into life, not withdraw to the shallows.” 

Fiction 

Warlight: A Novel, by Michael Ondaatje  

In a narrative as beguiling and mysterious as memory itself–shadowed and  

luminous at once–we read the story of fourteen-year-old Nathaniel, and his 

older sister, Rachel. In 1945, just after World War II, they stay behind in Lon-

don when their parents move to Singapore, leaving them in the care of a mys-

terious figure named The Moth. They suspect he might be a criminal, and they 

grow both more convinced and less concerned as they come to know his ec-

centric crew of friends: men and women joined by a shared history of unspeci-

fied service during the war, all of whom seem, in some way, determined now 

to protect, and educate (in rather unusual ways) Rachel and Nathaniel. But 

are they really what and who they claim to be? And what does it mean when the siblings’ 

mother returns after months of silence without their father, explaining nothing, excusing noth-

ing? A dozen years later, Nathaniel begins to uncover all that he didn’t know and understand 

in that time, and it is this journey–through facts, recollection, and imagination–that he nar-

rates in this masterwork from one of the great writers of our time. 

I have several others I’ll be reading this summer that I invite you to join me in reading and 

potentially discussing, but for sake of room and brevity, I will stop the list here. However, 

look for a table soon, perhaps out in the foyer of the church or in the fellowship hall with the 

other books I recommend for the summer and will gladly discuss with you. Let me know if 

you are interested in reading one of these or learning about the other books I recommend! 
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The Best Father 

Unlike an earthly prince, God didn’t take a high-and-mighty title, notes 17th century British 

preacher Thomas Watson.  Instead, God calls himself Father to encourage us to pray to him. 

 

But God isn’t just any father, Watson offers these reasons why God is “the best Father”: 

-He is the most ancient (Daniel 17: 9) 

-He is perfect (Matthew 5: 48) 

-He is the wisest (Romans 16: 27) 

-He is the most loving (Zephaniah 3: 17; 1 John 4: 16) 

-He has unsearchable riches (Ephesians 3 :8) 

-He can reform his children (Acts 9: 11) 

-He never dies (1 Timothy 6: 16; Revelation 1: 8) 

Serving the Salvation Army Dinner 

June 5, 2018 

-Cooks:  Barb & John Dertinger 

-Servers:  Cathy Bowen & Eunice Nowlen  

-Clean-up:  Kathy Steinwand 

-Brownies provided by:  Cathy Bowen, 

Georgia Brotnov, Freda Greer & Tana 

Truscott 

Our next time to serve is August 1.   

Help is still needed to make this outreach  

function smoothly.  Please consider helping. 

Izola Forsmann is celebrating her 100th 

birthday with an Open House on Saturday, 

June 3!  Join her at the fellowship hall after 

church.  The honor of your presence is gift 

enough. 
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Come to Camp at Clarkston United Methodist Church! 

Clarkston United Methodist Church is hosting a fundraising lunch at noon on June 16th 

to send kids to camp! Twinlow camp is the United Methodist Camp with lots of summer 

fun and great discussion! 

 

The fundraising lunch is camp themed, with the kids leading as counselors. There is 

limited space, so buy your ticket soon! Tickets are $10 each, or $25 for a family of 

four or more. 

 

You will make your own camp nametags before enjoying guitar music with your mac and 

cheese, pulled pork or pulled chicken sandwich, and salad!  Or, order food ahead to 

take your camp meal on the go.  After lunch, each table will bid on the dessert they 

would like to enjoy. Bring your checkbook! There are many delicious options to choose 

from. 
  

Pastor Cody Stauffer has agreed to dress up in a costume one Sunday if we get 5 kids 

to camp. The kids are willing, we just need to do our part. You will also have the oppor-

tunity to vote for what Cody will wear. The options are:  Minion, dinosaur, or Mario. 

Pictures will be provided at the dinner. Bring some dollar bills! Each dollar put toward 

a costume is one vote. Whichever idea has the most money will be the winner!  
 

Camp is a lot of fun, and we want to include 

everyone! If you have any camp photos you 

would like to share, please send them to 

kbbeale@lcmail.lcsc.edu to be shared at the 

dinner. While the kid’s are working to go to 

Twinlow Camp, pictures of any camps are 

welcome! 
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Where in Nepal is Katherine Parker?  

It was a cold and rainy summer and an even colder winter here in Rukum, a remote 

district in mid-west Nepal, shown in white on the above map, where I am primarily 

working. I spent the warm fall months visiting my family in the USA to celebrate my 

grandmother's 100th birthday and in Kathmandu conducting and attending trainings on 

grant writing, barefoot counseling and cross-cultural management. Since December I've 

been back in Rukum district, where it has been a mostly dry winter. The key benefit is 

that the roads and trails have been free of snow and ice, which has made village visits 

much easier than this time last year.  

I look forward to continuing and strengthening our partnership. I plan to visit the 

USA in the spring and summer of 2019 and hope to bring an in-person update to 

you at that point. I’ll be in touch later this year to start coordinating dates for visits.  

As I start to get organized for church visits in 2019, it is helpful to me to know the 

best points of contact for your church. Filling out the Covenant Relationship Form 

is a great way to send that information to me. Please review the form with your 

outreach committee or Darlene Larson and let me know how we can best be in 

touch. 

From the Treasurer: 

The annual budget for the current fiscal year, as 

approved by the congregation, is $123,100.   

 

Contributions and expenses thru May 2018 are: 

 

 income $41,647.88 

 expenses   $46,841.67 

 deficit of -$ 5,193.79 

 

Please prayerfully read the included letter from 

Pastor Stauffer. 

https://blogspot.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52b39a23cc27bf116b225e498&id=27a50ca5c7&e=b96e1fbf20
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June 2  Sara Hartshorn 

June 4  Izola Forsmann 

June 6  Gay Laverty 

June 7  Judy Jacobe 

June 8  Matthew Baskerville 

June 12  Betty Larsen 

June 13  Lucy Craber 

June 15  Dorothy Campbell 

June 17  Barbara Thompson 

June 18  Vicki Koller 

June 21  Rena Davis 

June 3  Marci & John Elliott 

June 7  Georgia & Harmon Brotnov 

June 11  Rena & Shawn Davis 

June 15  Judy & Leonard Elliott 

June 16  Tana & Tom Truscott 

June 18  Jackie & Lyle Cable 

The Summer Bible Reading Group is starting!   

Join the group on Wednesday evening  

at 7:00 p.m. at the picnic shelter.   

Bring your Bible and a lawn chair. 

Our 4th annual Block Party will be Saturday, 

July 14, at 5:00 p.m.  We hope to see you 

there! 

 

This year’s menu includes hotdogs, sausages, 

salads, watermelon, and chips.  Be on the 

look-out for the sign-up sheet if you are able 

to contribute.  Thank you for your help! 

 Thank you to our Bell and Chancel 

Choirs for providing music for our worship 

services.  We look forward to fall when 

you will again bless us with your music. 

 During the summer months we 

would like to have a variety of special  

music to add to the worship service.  If you 

would be willing to provide music on a 

Sunday, let James Payne or the Office 

know.  Or, if you know of someone who 

would like to share, let either of them 

know. 

Movie List  
June 5: War for the Planet of the Apes (2017) 

June 12: The Village (2004) 

June 19: Easy A (2010) 

June 26: The Visitor (2007) 

July 3: Wonder Woman (2017) 

If you would like to know the reasoning behind 

the rating, please visit Kids in Mind, or other 

such websites before the showings. Some of 

the topics shown and discussed may be disturb-

ing in nature.  

A series of PG-13 movies and discussions covering 

several different genres and topics. The movies 

will be shown at Lewiston First United Methodist 

Church, and the discussions led by Kaylissa Beale. 

The movies will be shown at 6 pm on Tuesdays in 

June, and the first Tuesday of July. 

13 and Over 
Tuesday Evenings in June 
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is June 10 

FRIDAY, June 1 

     -SATURDAY, June 2 

Lay Servant training event  

    at the Church 

 

SUNDAY, June 3 

Communion 

Food Bank Sunday 

 

MONDAY, June 4 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

TUESDAY, June 5 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

serve at Salvation Army Kitchen 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 6 

4:30 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

MONDAY, June 11 

*1:00 p.m. PEO mtg. 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

TUESDAY, June 12 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 13 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

SATURDAY, June 16 

9: 45 a.m. CCL mtg. 

12:00 p.m. Camp Fundraiser 

Lunch & Dessert Auction 

 

SUNDAY, June 17 

Elliott’s celebrating 50th Wed-

ding Anniversary during FH 

 

MONDAY, June 18 

**newsletter information due 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

TUESDAY, June 19 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 20 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

SUNDAY, June 24 

Last Sunday Potluck 

 

MONDAY, June 25 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

TUESDAY, June 26 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 27 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Community events  

happening at the Church  

are marked with an *asterisk. 

Pastor Cody, Darlene Larson, and Kaylissa Beale will be attending Annual 

Conference June 21-24.  They are asking that you keep them in your 

prayers.  If you would like to know more about Annual Conference and 

follow along with the proceedings, please take a look at the Conference 

website: www.pnwumc.org. 

The Asotin County Food bank 

can only use egg cartons that 

are for a dozen (12) eggs.  

Please donate only that size.  

Thank you! 

June Fellowship Hour Hosts:   

Wesleyan Fellowship 
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United Methodist Church 

PO Box 183 1242 Highland Ave. 

Clarkston, WA  99403 

Address Service Requested 

This summer’s Vacation Bible School! 

If you would like to help, please talk 

to Kaylissa Beale. 

Join us as we are powered by faith! 

Children entering Preschool through 6th Grade welcome! 

Monday - Friday July 9-13, 2018 9 am - Noon 

Please Pre-register to secure your child’s spot! 

Registration available online (NEW LINK)  

 https://goo.gl/forms/HkjdADQNOKgSNKa53 
 

For more information, contact us at: 

Clarkston United Methodist Church 

1242 Highland Avenue, Clarkston, WA, 99403 

(509)758-7551            www.clarkstonumchurch.com 


