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I LOVE me some baseball. When spring rolls around,
I start to get really excited because with the warmer weather
comes the sound of the ball cracking off the bat and pounding the leather. During the month of March, Major League
Baseball will be right in the middle of Spring Training, prepping for the season ahead. The players have had some time
off, so they use spring training to get back into playing shape—stretching muscles out,
warming up legs and arms, getting everything moving in the right direction for April when
the regular season starts.
All of this makes me think of something we do in the global church. We participate in a
season that we call “Lent.” Funny thing about that word Lent—in the original Latin,
it means “spring.” I like to think of Lent as OUR Spring Training. Think about it this way:
during Lent, we are practicing things like repentance, devotion, healthy self-denial, and holy
living. Many use the season of Lent to fast in some way—whether it be form a type of food
or maybe from some other practice like watching TV or logging on to social media. The
fast of course isn’t the point and is not necessary, but it can help us clarify what is truly
important in our lives and what we rely on the most.
Here at Clarkston UMC, we will be exploring a certain theme during Lent. On Sundays
when we gather, I will be preaching through a series called “Gifts of the Dark Wood.”
Now when someone mentions the dark wood, scary images might come to mind. But the
truth is, in all our lives at one time or another, we will find ourselves in the middle of a
dark wood (metaphorically speaking). It might be a time of trial or temptation, doubt or
loss, or maybe a time of emptiness and uncertainty. Whatever it looks like, we all go
through times like this—often more than once in as we journey through life.
continued on page 2
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March’s Clearwater Cluster
Lenten Series

Sunday, March 19, 4:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday, March 1, 6:00 p.m.

Hosting church: Orchards UMC

meal at 5:00 p.m.
Hosting church: Asotin UMC
Preaching: Mike Lawson

Preaching: Hank Heschle
bus will leave at 3:15 p.m.
Sunday, March 26. 4:00 p.m.
Hosting church: Grangeville UMC

Sunday, March 5, 4:00 p.m.

Preaching: Chuck Cram
bus will leave at 2:15 p.m.

Hosting church: Lewiston First UMC
Preaching: Cody Stauffer
bus will leave at 3:15 p.m.
Sunday, March 12, 4:00 p.m.
Hosting church: Lapwai UMC
Preaching: Steve Kazda
bus will leave at 3:00 p.m.

From the Pastor….continued from pg. 1
I want to look at these dark times, and rather than fear those times or flee from them,
I want to encourage us to look at the dark woods in a different way. Instead of fear,
what if we looked for the opportunity to meet God in the dark woods? If it happens
to us all, maybe there is a way for us to grow and learn and be shaped for the better as
we pass through them. During Lent, we will be discussing seven blessings that can be
found in the dark woods of life. And just like a good baseball player, we can leverage
these times to grow and strengthen our walk with God.
I hope you’ll join me on Sundays during Lent—not just for our Sunday worship, but
also as we travel around the Clearwater Cluster of Churches. We have some exciting
teaching through the beatitudes of Jesus, as found in Matthew chapter 5. In addition,
it’s a great opportunity to meet with our fellow UMC brothers and sisters throughout
the Clearwater region, to reconnect and encourage each other as we go through
“Spring Training” together!
Grace and peace,

Pastor Cody Stauffer
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Valentine Dinner for CUMC Youth Group
We had the pleasure of welcoming twelve
guests to this year’s parent-child Valentine’s
date night. As guests walked into our “Open
Hearts Café”, they were greeted and welcomed to sit down.
One of the pairs just happened upon our church after hearing
about it the day of, and decided to check it out. Many of the
other guests were regulars to our Youth Group. The night
started with a small skit by Kaylissa Beale, with help from the
children. Over a wonderful meal there was discussion about
what a good relationship looks like, and stories shared about
good and bad experiences. As the dessert was served the
guests put their last guesses in for the number of candies in a
few cups, and a game was played. The guesses that were the
closest, won the cup of candy. Pastor Cody finished off with a great talk about what a
healthy relationship, not just a romantic one, looks like. Overall, the night was a lovely,
and slightly fancy, way to continue to extend our love and ministry to the youth and
their families.
Special thanks to Judy Elliott for planning the meal,
and to Harmon and Georgia Brotnov, Shawn and
Rena Davis, Larry Ferguson, Tammy Pearce, Lyle Leslie,
and Leonard Elliott for helping serve and welcome the
guests. Also, thank you to everyone who helped us
move tables to convert our Fellowship Hall into a upscale restaurant.

Bible Readings for the 5 Sundays in Lent
March 5: Genesis 2: 15-17; Genesis 3: 1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5: 12-19; Mathew 4: 1-11
March 12: Genesis 12: 1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17;’ John 3: 1-17
March 19: exodus 17: 1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5: 1-11; John 4: 5-42
March 26: 1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5: 8-14; John 9: 1-41
April 2: Ezekiel 37: 1-14; Psalm 130; Romans 8: 6-11; John 11: 1-45

3

United Methodist Women…”Did You Know?”
This month’s UMW “Did You Know” is from the UMW’s Conference newsletter
“The Sharing Line.”
We are gearing up to celebrate 150 years in mission in 2018. Part of that celebration
is “The Power of Bold” 19th quadrennial assembly of United Methodist Women in
Columbus, OH May 18-20, 2018. This is where the first Assembly was held in 1942.
It had been scheduled for Missouri, but black women could not stay I the same hotel
so they moved to where “all” were welcome, a BOLD move to promote our oneness
in Christ.
When women unite, bold and courageous actions occur. In 1869, eight
women came together to send a woman doctor and woman teacher to
India and formed the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. One hundred
and fifty years later, that society is the largest faith-based women’s mission
organization in the world, changing lives for women, children, youth and
families down the street and around the globe. United Methodist Women
has, is and will be a unique movement for transformation in our church and
or world.
“Our movement was launched by the bold action of women who saw a
need and claimed their power as disciples of Jesus Christ to address it,”
said Harriett J. Olson, chief executive officer of United Methodist Women.
“They sent women leaders—Isabella Thoburn, an education, and Dr. Clara
Swain, a doctor—to India to serve women and children in 1869. This daring continued when leaders took a bold stand for racial justice and moved
their first Assembly in 1942 to Columbus, where African American women
were welcomed at hotels and other public accommodations.”
If you would like to know more about Assembly and how to register, contact Judy
Elliott. If you would to know more or become a part of United Methodist Women,
come to our “Spring Thing” on April 5, at 12:00 p.m. It’s a potluck and fellowship time.
Plastic eggs and treats to fill them
with are needed for the egg hunt
on Easter morning. Please consider
donating to this event.

Clarkston United Methodist
Church’s Spring Adult Study class
will be using Jack Levison’s Fresh
Air for the session that begins on
Sunday, March 26 and continues
through May 14, at 9:00 a.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Come
enjoy this time of study together.
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Rocks, Ripples & Revival!
Inland District Gathering Event
Saturday, April 29 • 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. Audubon Park United Methodist Church
Early bird registration until April 1: $20 Regular after April 1: $25
Scholarships Available

Lunch is included in registration costs.

This year, our district gathering will be centered around worship rather than solely being a
“training” event. Our goal is to have clergy and lay teams inspired and equipped to more fully
BE the church through a focus on engaging worship. In order to achieve this goal, each clergy/
lay team will work collaboratively to formulate a sermon series + holistic worship experience
on the parables of Jesus. We will also discuss when and how to best implement this type of
worship series.
If you are unable to attend church
on the first Sunday of the month
and would like to have communion
served to you, please call the church or Georgia
Brotnov (509-758-9437).

A host for the March 19
Fellowship Hour is needed.
Please sign-up on the posted
sheet if you would be willing to host that
day. Thank you for your help!

Freda Greer sends her thank you to all who
came to Ralph’s service. She would also
like to thank everyone who sent cards,
provided food, and called to check on her.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Birthdays

No UMW General Meeting this month

March 1 Bill Jacobe
March 2 Adele Stauffer

March Fellowship Hour Hosts:

March 12 Marci Elliott

Wesleyan Fellowship

March 15 Matt Beale
March 16 Colleen Blair

Circle Meetings:

March 17 John Dertinger

Wesleyan Fellowship

March 18 Leona Mattoon

Monday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m.
Hostess & Program: Barbara Thompson

March 25 Gloria Lyon
March 25 Joel Ford
March 30 Jack Paul Craber

Ruth: UMC downstairs Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, March 16 at 1:00 p.m.
Hostess & Program: Lynne Rains

Anniversaries
March 25 Anna & Dan Harries

Abigail: UMC Fellowship Hall
Thursday, March 16 at 1:30 p.m.
Hostess: Beth Johnson
Program: Ada Bachman

If you need help in creating a monthly
budget for your household, or would like
a refresher course, consider attending the
Financial Peace University hosted by the
Lewiston-Clarkston Partners at Clarkston
UMC. This nine week course will start
on Wednesday, March 15, at 6:00 p.m.
in the bride’s room. The cost for the
course is $50.00. If you have questions
contact the Habitat office at 509-7587396.

Executive Meeting
Tuesday, March 28 at 10:00 a.m.

As you do your spring cleaning keep in
mind that the UMW Rummage Sale will be
May 5 & 6. If you have questions talk to
either Tana Truscott or Judy Elliott.
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WEDNESDAY, March 1
9:30 a.m. Fitness Class
5:00 p.m. meal at Asotin UMC
6:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday service
6:00-8:00 p.m. Scouts
THURSDAY, March 2
1:30 p.m. Small Group
6:30 p.m. Small Group
SUNDAY, March 5
Communion
Food Bank Sunday
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service
at Lewiston First UMC
TUESDAY, March 7
*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers
4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice
5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice
*5:30-8:30 p.m. LC Doll Club

TUESDAY, March 14
*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers
4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice
5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice
WEDNESDAY, March 15
9:30 a.m. Fitness Class
1:00 p.m. Ruth Circle
6:00 p.m. Financial Peace Univ.
(FPU): hosted by Habitat
6:30 p.m. Worship Committee
6:00-8:00 p.m. Scouts
THURSDAY, March 16
1:30 p.m. Small Group
1:30 p.m. Abigail Circle
6:30 p.m. Small Group
SUNDAY, March 19
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service
at Orchards UMC

WEDNESDAY, March 8
9:30 a.m. Fitness Class
4:30 p.m. Finance mtg.
6:00-8:00 p.m. Scouts

MONDAY, March 20
**First Day of Spring
newsletter info. deadline
7:00 p.m. Wesleyan Fellowship

THURSDAY, March 9
1:30 p.m. Small Group
6:30 p.m. Small Group

TUESDAY, March 21
*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers
4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice
5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice

FRIDAY, March 10
6:30 p.m. Movie Night
SUNDAY, March 12
**Daylight Saving time begins
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service
at Lapwai UMC

WEDNESDAY, March 22
9:30 a.m. Fitness Class
6:30 p.m. FPU
6:00-8:00 p.m. Scouts

MONDAY, March 13
*PEO mtg.
*5:30 p.m. Habitat Board mtg.
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THURSDAY, March 23
1:30 p.m. Small Group
6:30 p.m. Small Group
FRIDAY, March 24
6:30 p.m. Game Night
SUNDAY, March 26
Last Sunday Potluck
4:00 p.m. Lenten Service
at Grangeville UMC
TUESDAY, March 28
10:00 a.m. UMW Executive mtg.
*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers
4:00 p.m. Bell Choir practice
5:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice
WEDNESDAY, March 29
9:30 a.m. Fitness Class
6:30 p.m. FPU
6:00-8:00 p.m. Scouts
THURSDAY, March 30
1:30 p.m. Small Group
6:30 p.m. Small Group
FRIDAY, March 31
Stickle & Church Scholarships due
Note: Community events
happening at the Church
are marked with an asterisk.

United Methodist Church
PO Box 183 1242 Highland Ave.
Clarkston, WA 99403
Address Service Requested

Clarkston UMC is on Facebook. Search for us at https://www.facebook.com/clarkstonumc.
The page is updated with events, information, and pictures.
The Church’s website is www.clarkstonumchurch.com. The website has information about
upcoming events, and the monthly newsletter. You can also listen to the sermon if you
missed a Sunday or would like to hear it again!
You are invited to join us on Friday evening, March 10, at 6:30 p.m. in the
fellowship hall for movie night. Bring a snack to share and whatever you
need to be comfortable as we watch a movie together.

A copy of the current Administrative
Board minutes and other committee
reports are available for you to read
on the blue bulletin board in the foyer.

March 12 is the day to set your
clocks ahead! Do it before going
to bed on Saturday so you’ll be in
church on time Sunday morning.
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