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There are years we look back on with fondness, years filled with  

memories of celebration: graduations, marriages, births.  

There are years that seem to be all a blur when we try to think back 

on them—years of busy-ness, challenging work, a flurry of sports and school activity,  

carpools and GO! GO! GO! 

There might be years that dredge up feelings of anger, perhaps over some injustices experi-

enced, a divorce or separation from a loved one, harsh treatment at work, a friend who 

turned a back.  

And then there are years that are marked with loss. When we think of those years, we 

might feel bittersweet at best; at worst, we think of them filled with nothing but grief.  

I think you know what I am talking about with these years.  

It’s no secret we’re going through one of these years right now. This morning, I walked in 

to the office and was told about the passing of Alta Carlson, the ninth loss that our congre-

gation has experienced in 2017. 

I don’t typically show sad emotions; if I cry in public, it means I’m really feeling something 

deeply. Though I have been in ministry for 12 years, I have never experienced a six-month 

period quite like this. As I was told of Alta’s death, I thought about the folks we’ve said 

goodbye to already. I thought about all of you, you who were far closer to any of these 

folks than I have been in less than three years here. If I walked into my office and felt  

anguish, what must you all be feeling now? 

I thought about the years many of you have served together. I thought about the moments 

you have treasured with these beautiful souls. 
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And I couldn’t help but think about locusts. Bear with me here! 

In biblical times, and even in recent history, locusts have been a sign of loss. Think 

about a swarm of locusts descending on to a field. In no time at all, a swarm of locusts 

can make short work of a family’s entire well-being. In agrarian cultures especially,  

a swarm of locusts passing through can lead to YEARS of economic decline and famine.  

In biblical times, a swarm of locusts meant absolute devastation. The people of Israel 

experienced years of total and complete loss when locusts came through and wrecked 

their harvests, something that happened more than once in their history.  

But listen to the promise that God makes to the people who have experienced years  

of great loss. In the book of Joel, chapter 2 verse 25, God speaks through the prophet 

to the people. God says, “I will restore the years that the locust has eaten.” God, in the 

middle of their loss, when the people are hurting and yes, grieving, speaks words of 

restoration to them. “I will restore these years.”  

I wish I could offer more—I wish I could say to you all exactly what that looks like,  

and how it will happen, and when. But I can’t. I can only hold out to you all the 

promise of One who walks through our loss and suffering with us, One who joins us  

in our pain, the One promises us that we will one day be restored.  

What I CAN offer to you is this: presence. I am here for anyone who needs to talk 

through grief, who might need some prayer, or who needs the space and the grace  

to just cry. I also offer the hope of resurrection, and that those who we have lost are 

not truly lost. No, instead they have FOUND themselves, home at last, completely  

renewed and restored. These people have fought the good fight; they have finished  

the race. They have kept the faith. And now today, today they are sitting at the feet  

of Christ, the one who restores us all.  

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Cody Stauffer 
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The UMW is joining a world-wide effort for a project called 

Days for Girls.  The Days for Girls project enables girls in  

3rd world countries  to have access to sustainable feminine 

hygiene supplies.  Girls miss days of school and work, because 

they don’t have anything to manage their monthly cycle.  Our missionary in Nepal,  

Katherine Parker, has asked our help in providing these kits.  We can help change girls’  

lives by giving them dignity, freedom from abuse, and a healthy way to stay in school.   

This in turn reduces poverty, disease, and missed opportunities for girls.  The UMW is asking 

all members of the Clarkston UMC to donate some of the following items: 

      •  100% Quilters cotton fabric or flannel.  Dark colored fabric prints must be  

          either floral patterns or geometric shapes.  Look for a fabric that will hide  

          the stains and  that won’t look like a sanitary pad.  It should look like a colorful,  

          pretty handkerchief, or something of that nature. 

 Need girls size panty briefs (Size 10-12-14)  No boy cuts! 

 Ziploc brand gallon size freezer bags.  (no zippers or value brands, only Ziploc brand) 

These double as their washing machine.  

•  Bathroom washcloth -nothing fancy, just a very inexpensive washcloth. 

 Hotel size bars of soap, (NO IVORY) One is included in each kit. 

•  Donations –money, materials should be brought to church and put in an envelope  

    labeled UMW and left in the office or give to Tana Truscott or Judy Elliott. 

  

Several women of UMW have volunteered to sew the items and put the kits together.   

If you wish to join the sewing group, please contact Darlene Larson  

at dlarson4172@gmail.com.  If you would like to watch a video on how  

to make the shield for the kits this is a 19 minute video you can watch:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bDyutJMHl0. 

The Best Father 

Unlike an earthly prince, God didn’t take a high-and-mighty title, notes 17th century British 

preacher Thomas Watson.  Instead, God calls himself Father to encourage us to pray to him. 

 

But God isn’t just any father, Watson offers these reasons why God is “the best Father”: 

-He is the most ancient (Daniel 17: 9) 

-He is perfect (Matthew 5: 48) 

-He is the wisest (Romans 16: 27) 

-He is the most loving (Zephaniah 3: 17; 1 John 4: 16) 

-He has unsearchable riches (Ephesians 3 :8) 

-He can reform his children (Acts 9: 11) 

-He never dies (1 Timothy 6: 16; Revelation 1: 8) 

mailto:dlarson4172@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bDyutJMHl0


4 

Congratulations to Isaac Beale as he graduates from Asotin High 

School Saturday, June 3, at 11:00 a.m.  Join the family during  

Fellowship Hour on June 11 to celebrate.  

Pastor Cody, Darlene Larson, Cathy Bowen, and Kaylissa Beale will be traveling to  

Portland, OR on June 14th to attend the Annual Conference.  The Conference organizers 

have asked each congregation to bring with them donations for the UMCOR Heath 

Kits.  There is  a box in the foyer for these donations.  Items needed are: 

 Health Kit Materials 

·   1 hand towel 

o 15 x 25 inches to 17 x 27 inches 

o Kitchen, cleaning, and microfiber towels not acceptable 

·   1 washcloth 

·   1 comb 

o Comb needs to be sturdy and longer than 6 inches long 

o No pocket combs or picks please 

o Rattail combs and combs without handles are acceptable with a minimum  

of 6 inches of teeth 

·   1 metal nail file or nail clippers 

o No emery boards 

·   1 bath-size soap 

o 3 oz. and larger sizes only 

o No Ivory or Jergens soap due to moisture content 

o Do not remove from original packaging 

·   1 toothbrush 

o Adult size only 

o Do not remove from original packaging 

·   6 adhesive bandages 

o ¾ inch to 1 inch-size 

o Common household Band-Aids 
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     As you prayerfully consider giving each month to the church, please keep in mind 

that the Building Fund is above and beyond the General Fund.  Money donated to the 

Building Fund will be used for replacing and updating appropriate equipment.   

     We’ve been in this building for quite some time so major items are starting to wear 

out and are in need of replacement.  Heating and air conditioning units are an estimated 

$25,000.  Roof repairs will need done along with some carpet repairs.  We are consider-

ing a change over from the current two hot water heaters to one efficient water heater.  

The Trustees would like to be able to begin these updates in the near future.  If you have 

questions, please talk to John Manis, Joel Ford or Glenn Kinloch.  Please be sure to mark 

your donation “Building Fund” so it can be directed to the correct fund. 

Vacation Bible School will be July 10-14 from 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  

The program will be  “Deep Sea Mission: Dive into God's Love."   

Kaylissa Beale is organizing this outreach.  If you would like to help  

in any way it would be greatly appreciated.  Your prayer support of 

this outreach is vital to the success of the program.  Also, the leaders and support team need 

prayers that God’s love will shine through them to the kids. 

     Registration forms are available on the foyer table or to print off from the church web-

site:  www.clarkstonumchurch.com.  Postcards to use as invitations are also available on the 

foyer table. 

 

There are some items that you can save for crafts and decorations.  If you have questions 

about this, talk to Judy Elliott. 

1.  Save empty-clear-plastic bottles/jars such as small to medium size (less than a quart)  

peanut butter, mayonnaise, or jam jars.  Examples are in the hallway, by the kitchen. 

2.  Save small, clear fruit cups. 

3.  Save ROUND plastic containers that cakes, fruit, cookies, etc. come in. 

 

Be on the l@@k out for the list of snack needs.  It will be posted in the fellowship hall soon! 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN  

Come one, come all,  

invite a friend to our  

potluck luncheon  

on Wednesday, June 7,  

at 12:00 p.m.  

in the fellowship hall.   

Please bring a dish to share 

and your own table  

service.   

This is our last meeting  

until “September! 

A special program on Antique Toys will be 

presented by Joye J. Dillman.  Bring an 

“old” toy from your toy box or a memory 

to share. 

 

 

 

 

Executive Meeting:  none this month 

 

 

June Fellowship Hour Hosts:   

Wesleyan Fellowship 

 

Circle Meetings:  No Circle meetings  

until September! 

A host for the June 18  

Fellowship Hour is needed.  Please sign-up 

on the posted sheet if you would be willing 

to host that day.  Thank you for your help! 

June 2  Sara Hartshorn 

June 4  Izola Forsmann 

June 6  Gay Laverty 

June 7  Judy Jacobe 

June 8  Matthew Baskerville 

June 12  Betty Larsen 

June 13  Lucy Craber 

June 15  Dorothy Campbell 

June 17  Barbara Thompson 

June 18  Vicki Koller 

June 21  Rena Davis 

June 3  Marci & John Elliott 

June 7  Georgia & Harmon Brotnov 

June 11  Rena & Shawn Davis 

June 15  Judy & Leonard Elliott 

June 16  Tana & Tom Truscott 

June 18  Jackie & Lyle Cable 

June 23  Arlene & Bill Thomas 

Serving the Salvation Army Dinner 

June 6, 2017 

-Cooks:  Barb & John Dertinger 

-Servers:  Eunice Nowlen  

-Clean-up:  Kathy Steinwand 

-Brownies provided by:  Freda Greer  

Our next time to serve is August 1.   

Help is still needed to make this outreach  

function smoothly.  Please consider helping. 
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THURSDAY, June 1 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

SUNDAY, June 4 

Pentecost 

Communion 

Food Bank Sunday 

 

TUESDAY, June 6 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

serve at Salvation Army Kitchen 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 7 

12:00 p.m. UMW Potluck  

     & Program  

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

THURSDAY, June 8 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

MONDAY, June 12 

*12:00 p.m. PEO mtg. 

*5:30 p.m. Habitat Brd. mtg. 

 

TUESDAY, June 13 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 14 

4:30 p.m. Finance Committee 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

THURSDAY, June 15 

Annual Conference begins 

 

SUNDAY, June 18 

Admin. Board mtg. 

 

MONDAY, June 19 

**newsletter information due 

 

TUESDAY, June 20 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 21 

First day of Summer 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

THURSDAY, June 23 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

SUNDAY, June 25 

Last Sunday Potluck 

 

TUESDAY, June 27 

*12:00 p.m. Tuesday Stitchers 

 

WEDNESDAY, June 28 

7:00-8:00 p.m. Bible Reading  

     Group at picnic shelter 

 

THURSDAY, June 29 

6:30 p.m. Small Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Community events  

happening at the Church  

are marked with an *asterisk. 

Pastor Cody, Darlene Larson, Cathy Bowen, and Kaylissa Beale will be 

attending Annual Conference June 14-17.  They are asking that you keep 

them in your prayers.  If you would like to know more about Annual 

Conference and follow along with the proceedings, please take a look at 

the Conference website: www.pnwumc.org. 

Pentecost is June 4 

The Asotin County Food bank 

can only use egg cartons that 

are for a dozen (12) eggs.  

Please donate only that size.  

Thank you! 
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United Methodist Church 

PO Box 183 1242 Highland Ave. 

Clarkston, WA  99403 

Address Service Requested 

A copy of the current Administrative 

Board minutes and other committee  

reports are available for you to read  

on the blue bulletin board in the foyer. 

Ten Spot Sunday  

is June 11. 

Summer Bible Reading has started!   

Join the group on Wednesday evening 

at 7:00 p.m. at the picnic shelter.   

Bring your Bible and a lawn chair. 

Our 3rd annual Block Party will be 

Thursday, July 13, at 5:00 p.m.   

We hope to see you there! 


